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The current claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 12, 14 and 15 relate to a product, or its use, 
characterized by a desirable characteristic or property, that is being 
producible by extracting cells from a human or animal organism and 
cultivating these long enough to form a cell aggregate . 
The claims therefore encompass all products,or uses thereof, that have this 
characteristic or property, but the application provides support by the 
description (PCT Article 5) for only a limited number of such products, etc. 
In the present case the claims lack the proper support and the application 
lacks the requisite disclosure to such an extent that it appears impossible to 
carry out a meaningful search covering the entire range of protection sought. 
Moreover, the claims also lack the requisite clarity (PCT Article 6) since 
they attempt to define the product in terms of the desired result. This lack of 
clarity too is such that it is impossible to carry out a meaningful search 
covering the entire scope of protection sought- Therefore, the search was 
directed to the parts of the claims that appear to be clear, supported or 
disclosed in the above sense, that is the parts concerning cartilage or bone 
replacement structures as indicated in the examples. 

The applicant is advised that claims or parts of claims relating to inventions 
in respect of which no international search report has been established 
normally cannot be the subject of an international preliminary examination 
(PCT Rule 66. 1(e)). In its capacity as International Preliminary Examining 
Authority the EPO generally will not carry out a preliminary examination for 
subjects that have not been searched. This also applies to cases where the 
claims were amended after receipt of the international search report (PCT 
Article 19) or where the applicant submits new claims in the course of the 
procedure under PCT Chapter II. 
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